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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 024573 

VALLETTA FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EAID, BE, CG, US 

SUBJECT: ACTING SECRETARY'S REPLY TO BELGIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER 

REF: BRUSSELS 0881 

1 . PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING 
SECRETARY, REPLYING IN BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY, TO FOREIGN 
MINISTER SIMONET: 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. MINISTER: IN HIS ABSENCE FROM WASHINGTON, 
SECRETARY VANCE HAS ASKED ME TO REPLY TO YOUR LETTER OF 
JANUARY 13. WE LOOK FORWARD TO THE VISIT OF PRESIDENT 
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MOBUTU'S SPECIAL EMISSARY AND TO A FULL DISCUSSION WITH 
HIM OF THE DETAILS AND CONDITIONS OF THE RECOVERY AND 
REFORM PLAN, PARTICULARLY AS IT MAY RELATE TO THE EFFORTS 
OF INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE IMF. WE ARE, AS YOU KNOW, 

COMMITTED IN PRINCIPLE TO SUPPORT A MULTILATERAL EFFORT 
TO HELP MEET THE ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL CRISIS FACING 
ZAIRE. 
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WE SHARE YOUR VIEW, AS EXPRESSED IN THE ANNEX TO YOUR 
LETTER, THAT SIGNIFICANT REFORMS ARE ESSENTIAL, PARTICULARLY 
GREATER MONETARY AND BUDGETARY DISCIPLINE. THIS MIGHT 

INCLUDE RECRUITMENT BY ZAIRE OF OUTSIDE SPECIALISTS TO 
EXERCISE SUFFICIENT AUTHORITY IN THE CENTRAL BANK AND 
THE FINANCE MINISTRY TO ASSURE CONTROL OF FOREIGN 
EXCHANGE REPATRIATION AND RESERVES, AND A FIRM UNDERTAKING 
TO SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE THE BUDGET. A STRONG IMF 
STANDBY AGREEMENT IS ALSO ESSENTIAL TO THE SUCCESS OF THE 
MOBUTU PLAN. WE HOPE THE SPECIAL EMISSARY WILL BE ABLE 
TO PROVIDE ASSURANCES ON THESE POINTS. 

WE WELCOME YOUR INITIATIVE TO CONVENE A MEETING IN 
BRUSSELS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERNMENTS AND INTER 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS INTERESTED IN THE MOBUTU PLAN. 

IF ZAIRE HAS BEEN ABLE TO PROVIDE US BEFOREHAND WITH 
THE DETAILS OF THE PLAN AND THE ASSURANCES ON CONCRETE 
REFORMS THAT WOULD MAKE SUCH A MEETING PRODUCTIVE, THE 
UNITED STATES WILL PLAN TO PARTICIPATE. SINCERELY, 

WARREN CHRISTOPHER, ACTING SECRETARY UNQUOTE. 

2. COMMENT: IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THIS MESSAGE GET TO 
THE MINISTER BEFORE ANY MEETING WITH ZAIRIAN PRESIDENT 
MOBUTU CONCERNING THE MOBUTU PLAN. ORIGINAL OF LETTER 
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FOLLOWS BY POUCH, BEARING SIGNATURE DATE OF JANUARY 28. 
VANCE 
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